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I P0,8ox31266 San lYancisco, CA 941i1-0266

TO: The Organizers of  the Michigan 
' lomen,s 

Music Fest lvat :

we have received a copy of  your let ter ,  , ,A Dlscussion of  S/Mat the Michigan Fest ival ,"  dated February f , ' fggO. '  Eecause we.rrave members who at tend the fest ival  ,  and because we funct ion asao s/M support  group, we are responding to i t .  I t  1s our hopethat we may help c lar i fy sorne issues touched on in your let te: .

I t  seems that a maln issue is whether S/M women hav. a r idhito,be present,  to express themselves, .oa to '  
"uf"L- i . t . - t f r ._t .=i i :var.  communtty as they \ . rould I ike to,  as at1 other women areinv i  rar l  +^ , l^

_. A.. ,1 rhetor lc as1de, th is j .s a basi .c discr iminat1.on probl .em.
Throughout the fest ival  communit t ,  there are qi . "p;- . t  women thatolher-  ! 'omen f ind object ionable.  certainly ihJi"- i l=-1. . r ,  .  ro.q_standing conf l ic t  between clean and 

"ob"a 
*o*.r . ,  and womel whochoose to use certain chemi.cals recreat ional ly.  cei iarnry therehave been iong-standing conf l ic ts between -wo..n-_*tro 

wish toexperrence the fest ival  in a qulet ,  ,nedi tat ive fashion and womenwho nl ish to proclaim therr  loy in as loud a manner as posslble.
The i is t  of  such conf l ic ts goes on. and your response as fest ivalorganizers has been, 1n these cases, t i  p."r i i " - - rp"""  that  issegregateC within the conununi . ty land so th^at each ci l  ,n"  

- .^ , , -"can cont inue to express thernselves as fu l . l .y  ; "  e;  
"  

.  i - ; l  
" ' .  

-  -  -  
i  ;someole wanders into these areas, they are expected to accept thestandards of  behavior del ineated. There is no* 

"  " t . . r . ,  
and sobertent, .c lean and sober camping, chemical  ok camping,-  guiet  camp:1ng, loud and rowdy camping, some corresponding seat ing at  con_certs,  etc.  The fest i .val  has been adrnirably-  taci l i Iat inq i .nthese lnat ters.

The fest ival 's  lack of  faci l i tat ion wi th regard to S/M womenrs therefore hard to understand. you wrt te th i f  
"u".yon. 

au"thave respec+- for  community space. and we agree, but the c la inthat S/M !romen's needs canoot be accohrnodated lhrough the samekinds of  mechanisms that other special  needs gro;p" ' 'ur . r3oy . . "* ,grossly unfair ,  and disc! : tminatory.  when r t  ias iecome evraentio lhe past that  there were spectal  needs to be at tended to,  you



have crea!ed a space !har \ . ras somewha! special ized. To fai l  ro
Co so in the case of  S/M women i .s c lear ly drscr iminator:y,

The fac!  that  there is a str ident ly vocal  mlnor i ly  which
opposes !  Le r-gf . t  o l  S/M womer to be on t  I ' re I  and should,  l ,?e
rh inL hF: kav iFr.  rh.  f^ . r  th: t  c/M u^6an nea. l  rhp r  , ,dhrc
r.d <: farw hr. tc. tcd hv fAcr i r ' : l  <. . r , r i tw i f  nA..<<:rw rr

t ias,  af ter  a l l ,  a let ter  f rom the Separat ists Against  Sado-
Masochism Iast  year whrch Lhreatened vrolence against  s/M women.
S/M ! . , ,omen carr led out ther l  ac! jv l t res prrvarely a!  lhe fes-- jval
, ,nr i l  +h^co c6h. 

^A.rAaA 
+/ r . -  - .  - -  r - . . -  r rd m:La

an lssue of  iL.  The fac!  Lha! lhose Seps have det:ned S/M Lo be
violence does not in fact  make trhat we do into v io lence. S/V,

F!L..__qrt , -  i t  r '<r !6 
^onsensual  . ' ,

I4hat we do is oot v io lence, bul  S/M lg something that makes us,
as a group /  d i f ferent.

I i  i t  is  t rue that you intend to have a fest lval  i rhere
. l r  f f . , .n^a rc rA<ha.rE/ l  :< divavci fw:rd h^+ f . : rca:<

then i !  is  !he responslbl  1 i !y of  you, iLs o:ganizerr .  t "o make lhe
hard decrs. ions to back up that professed intenl .Lon. Al lovrrng
d.Lscr iminat ion agalnsr even one group creates an envl  ronme:1t for
f  ur lher discr iminat ions.

ha :  FVp : .  i .  .L:v L,o act : : -c r< _ 
- . -  as we dcD,!

exhibr l  af iecr ioo or oiherwj.se cal l  at tent ion to ourselves pub-
I1cly.  we lesbians :ejeci  rhese a h a !  a c !  e t  1 z a I  I  o n s ,  and act
accordingly.  Hrthin lesbran society,  S/M wonen are ca11ed sick
and i rmoral  by some. l le cal l  on you, as leaders in lhe lesb.Lan

- .  t \ .e a.ha.:1 ' . rd f . -  t !F d- <Crlm:na:1Or.

that  1r  is,  and ro help put an end Lo rL by mak:ng a s!and fo1
-.  <6w,.r t  -  tv na Fp .  F\ ' .  - ! r ,  - la of  fest lval

' -  r  
- . .1 

. , ,hh^'r  c, ,^ l - ,

<^.-  a-v >c r  uh^r a l  ach- rr  <Fw..^1i  tv : .  . . -demned
l^v .^r-  ,c i f r^rrr  

'^ ,1 
. rck. There aLe some "Ir .beLals" who

rLr-  - ! -  r r t ,F <. , .1 "  strr . !  l res Hi lhrr .
you- -

Sincereiy,

/./.'/,47.,/.*
Vi ctor ia Bake r
for  Out cas ts
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I PO Bo\ 51266 San ftancisco CA 94151.0266

once aqain t i re S/M cornrnuni . ty at  the Michrgan Women's Musi .c Fest l -
val  is  under at tack.  Enclosed are copies of  a conununicat ion f rom
the organizers of  the fest ival ,  and our response to them.

June 15, I9 90

Dear Members of  lhe S/ i , l -Leather Comrnuni ty and Interested Others:

Each August,  seven- to ten-thousand r , romen (mosr ly iesbians)
converge on womenrs Iand for musrc and sociai lzrng, As they have
for over a decade, a substant j .a l  comnunity of  s/M womeo ' r i11 be
: t rFsdind rF:s v-ar 'c fe. ,  ival  , They have become progressivel  y

Please contact  the fest ival  to demand thal  they support  pro-
choice sexual i ty--wr i 'Le to r i ' r lTXC. tsox 22, 'dalhal la,  MI 49453, or
phore 616/?57-4?66.

ThaAk -  you.

In support ,  and ! , r j . th pr j .de,

"-CU,z"-'--'
vi  cto!  ia Bake!,  fo!  oulcas!s

Enc I  osur es

more organized, provlding an outstanding exper ience for the
"dj . f terent ly-pieasured" (as they have ident i f ied themselves).  In

i .  
-anr:nr.rd 

t \ "oa-s !^ - l -a i r  <. fF-v <.Dhrst lcated

secur i ty has had to becone a focus of  their  organiz ing.

Lesbians. gays, and others know wel. l  what i t  neans to be perse-
cuted for being part  of  a sexual  mlnor i ty.  what is happening at
Mi .hi  d.n i  < rh 

-wnrA<er ^h 
nf  <, , .h h-r<a-, ! t  r  

^h 
A^t  r  va <trbb^rr  f . r

pro-choice sexual i ty wi l l  u l t lmately make us al l  f reer,  and the
s/M women at  Michigan need our help now.



The-i6sue.of  S/H gather ings at  Mich. igan once again surfaced at  theJ.989.Fest ival  .  we wahted to 6hare 6l . r .  p.r=p"t t i r .  on th is issueas l t  p layed out in Auoust ,89 and bak; 
" i "u,  

tur  posrt ion andpol icy for  the future.  -

The Eubject  of  s/r  in the lonyD's conhuni ty i6 .ne that has drawnour.at tent j .on and i l lustrated.-our disparat ;  
" ; " ; ; " ;  

years,  I t  isr-ndicat ive of  the rote oi  the Fest ival ,  .=- i - r ! i i .c tor  of  ourcohtetnporary coitrnunitv issues, that this focus inrensrties inichigan duri.ng Augusf.

. ls  p loducers of  the l r ichigan.Fest ival ,  ee have a part icular roteahd res-ponsibll i ty to organrze the Festivaf envj.ronmeD!. as acahlluna1 virlage r'hich rer.conres all vohyn. rrris ls' iunaarnentar toou! polit ics and our values 
-as 

Festrvai 
"r9u-ni?.-r-. 

I{e 6trj.v€ tccreale.a viLl.aqe j.n L,hich the coFrnuDa] spjce is lespected, _ vhet.ethe principles of a hulti-voic"a. ."..u"i if 
-p-rt",-.-""- 

l-" nonor.a, onavhere the value of  l iv ind rn baslc hutual  considerat jo!)  16 6ha!ed.This- is_vital , - 
yet not i lways easy, Eince the ti-; ing envilonrnentat  the Fest ival  puts us atL- i r l  a i r ; , iq! .  s i iuat io-n or naving toooloor.l]nates for a veek. He believe z0Oo- wonryn 

"un 
i i"" together forth is per iod,  br inging together al l  of  ou!  6 imi lar i t ies anddif f€lences, 

-ana 
wiitr caring ana ."gi.al- f 

"; 
a 1';; ' i"9 

-;.;"";;;
:.n vhich we all feel nurtureA and vatied.' i i- i , l f1l t."" rhat thereality.of creating this 6afe 6pace does flnit t ir. -corpfete 

rangeof possibte act iv i r ies for  each-of  us as inaiv idui t ! .

one of our firEt and Eost iDportant. goal.6 is to offer rohyn a placeuhere they. can roan freely aiy or niifrt, t"qeiher oi-afone and feel6afe. thL6 freedon and-Eaf-ety aoJs iroi L*1ii i iJ,oryn .rro.tu)'r 'here else jn our 1ives. we -are. fn tf,e ouiaoors. 
"itfr.G,il i",or sound proo! constructio-n and vith aLbost no pli.r..y. we rantsonyn and chit d.en to be able to rralk freett.nyrfiJJinytrr". rhf"freej.ng experience ie conslstenlly tentfolnet ' in -l i i  

teeauack as
:l:^Dojtt lDporrlnr aspecr of trre 'rest jvii''io--ior-in-. --ii-i;"th;
Dost precious thinE for u6 to Daintain at t le fesiivaf.

In the Past ue have tried to avoid havlnE an artlcuLrted .pgl.tcy[
regaldlng 6/n a! the F€srlvsl. lre ha_;e 

"q;;;-a; 
provige aiefnEenork for, an open coDriunlty tlat vJris 

-oui-1-t"-oro 
16Bue6 a6Eney. arl6e.. . .He believe ln the group proeeBE !na! donrt uant tg bern Ene po6ltion of arbitrary rule-laker6, but rathe!, t 'e vant tocreate a lespectful. envlronnent and foru! ln uhlch vouyn leet ln

:Y::.1 ::s1:9 and rddreEa each other wlth thelr differenceE, tau(vrEn csch other and cgDe up vith evoLved agr.eDenta about hon toIlve together.

we lcknor'ledge that for aoDe uoE-yn _the. acturl preBence of E/H voDynat the FeBtivaf ls an iaEue. As Festtval 
"ri."fr. i i  

ve sant rLLvoEyn.t-o-.b€ :ble to patticipate fully in aIl pirts oi the Feetlval.our diff ieulty bas no! been. ulth th- preeenie of S7U vouyn ln the
-FestivaL, 

but ln-tbe 6/x gatlerj.ngs thit have 1.X"nii"r" ln recentyerrs ln .harp diBregard for other yoEyn attending- the FeEtival.

$e lnlt lally reaponded by call lng upon sll voDlm to Grelf-DoDLtor,



askj .ng l l ren to change their  behavj .or  in vorkshops and cohr,on
test j ,va]  spaces, so that other vonyn Hereni t  involuntal j - ly  exposed
to sH activity or i l lagery. Frot! year to year ve vould have
dj.fferiDg discuEsions with various worlyn uho offered to be
spokeswohyn for the s/r.r groups at the Festival,. t le vould clari.fy
guidellnes and receive agreellents froD the BpokesijoDyn that
cotrrl lunity callpgrounds wouldn't be barked as s/H cahpgrounds, and
that part ies or sceDes wouldnrt  be organized in general  Fest ivaL
spaces and tents.  Each year these agleehents vould be ignored, at
least  by sone wornyD, cont inual ]y placing the Fest j .val  j .n a
"pol ic ing'r  ro le in order to uphold the expectat ion of  open
colununity space.

By 1989, af ter  several .  years of  at teFpt ing to engender cooperat ive
respect for cotlBunity guidelines, Lle uere adabant that there could
be no st'{ activity at the Acoustic stage or any other Festlval
coiunon space, and that SM lronyn couldn't ta):e over fj.!e pi.ts or
canpqrounds in general  camping. Aqain,  SH spokeswohyn agleed to
abide by these Li t i i . ts  in discussfons vi th Fest ival  rePlesentat ives
and then acted j.n digregald tor the guidelines establ' ished. The
group organized S/H parties in Festival a'orkshoP tents, Located
airect ly across f rorn Quiet  canpinq and near a ve11-traveLLed
Festival path, which coul.d be seen and heard by l{ohyn not attending
the activit ies. t lhen conflonted by wohyn on behalf of the
Festival, the group refused to cooperate and contj.nued their party.
wotiyn partj,cj,pating in the parties knev that they vere in coEnunity
space, that it r 'as against Festival Policy, and that lt i ias
dj-sturbing to the other vonyn around then.

we are nov being asked to speclfy a cLear pollcy statenent and ue
realize that it- is needed. we vil l  irelcobe alL vohyn and are
cotnnitted to provj.de an ongoing 6afe forur fgr discu6sion of our
differences E;d unresolved lssues. we expect that the Borting aut
of these broader lssues of defj.nlng and understandlng coblunltY
values and Dores it lLl be ongoj,ng ln the vot0yn'E coNDunity. It is
not our role as organizers of this Feslival to deflne the broader
issue of hov the cohrunity coBes to underEtand and resolve the
painful divisionE that the S/l ' l  phenobena has brought uP for Hobyn
in the conounity. I! iB our role however, to 5et EoEe guj.deflnea
for hou ve l ivl together for th16 one eeek ln l ' l lchigan. on !
practical 1evel, we need to have 6oDe clear gruidelines of vhat'8-
-Ox herei vha!rE considerate, qooperatlve behavlor and vha!, given
tbe l lEltg of our ahared livlng environDent, I 'E not.

we vilL not consider bannLng any particular group of uoEyn, and
11kewi6e, tte vontt ban any Dode of dre65, rhlch ue are preased to
do at different t lnes. The Fe6tival vlII prohiblt certaln
activlt ies organized by the S/u coEnunity' we Eay 'certal 'n
acti,/ i t ies" so that ire aon't overgeneralize about all activlt les
that anyone Day define aa su-identlf ied. It 16 not ox for lny
group to 'take overr coD]lunity 6pace for private parties or 6cenesr
6r ti aefine corftunity canpgrounds or f lre Plts for the grouP-t 6
use. I ie viIJ, interrupl any larties that are started' and ve v111
regulre conslderrtlon- and support for coDEunlt-y 

-apace' 
- LikevlEe,

ve'expect that all i ,oDyn vho;Ltend the FestivaL do 6o ln 99Tte1?"t
vith the basic prenrise that our prlbary shared value for th15 tlEe
lE one of consi-deration for the tonnunlty Epace. we beLieve lt Ia



sonethrng He a1I rnust be able to deP€nd upon in oide! to feeL
,e).cone and safe I iv ihg interdependent ly r i th ?000 other people for
a i teek.

Hany rsohyn feeL that pt'ohibit lng sH astivity at the Festival j 's a
civ11 rights issue, or a freedoh of Epeech issue. l{onyn have the
right to be vho re are, to do as lte please, and to have our Eexual
priferences. In tbese clrcunstance6 

' 
acting out su activity in an

open air environnent infringes other wonyn!6 right6 to Dove freeLy
a;d safely v i thout fear or hol lor .  There ls velcone for alL l 'ohyn
at tbe Fest ival .  There isn' t  welcohe fo!  a lL behavior at  lhe
Festival. t le encourage S/1.1 ronyn vho ran! group activit ies to
create thei! own event at anothe! t irne and place l.rith the necessary
elehents for  pr ivacy and cott ,nuni ty consent.  we are not 6et uP to
provide this and j.t is not our purpose. FurtherFore, lte musi be
; lea!  that  ve are unwi l l ing to take the responsibi l i ty ,  and the
cohparable l iabil i ty that vould accollPany a space defj.neC by us in
that i 'ay.

An ecruaLly disconcerting dynanic in this debate, j.s the tendency
ln the conmunity to pol.a;iza and dj.stort each other and our various
notj.vesi to uake wonyn lrho are different fron us, the nbad 9uy6"'
There is sohethinq seiiously lackj'ng ln iroEyn-ldentl f ied values ln
the developrient that created a feeling of war between tvo groups
of eonyn: the Seps and the S!'{ woliyn; that created the heed for
vomyn vorking on cotulunicatj.ons/security crews to try to protect
wonvn froa elch other rather than tg act as a prolective buffer
leii,een vonvn at the Festival and curious or harasslng boys in the
county. W; do not produce the Festival to get together and do
espionage on other vo&yn, or to fl 'gure out how to EariPuiate uonyrl
o! nbesa" theu in 6obe 6tand-off. t le call upon each gf us to put
aside personal feellngs of righteous polarizatlon and to vork
activeiy tovards a respectful under6tanding gf each other'

I, le are open to dlEcusEion and ire wlLt try to Jacll itate aore
oDDortunities for hearinq each other and for Eharing conEtructive
aiiroEue a6 ve alL continue to define this voe)mr6- colDunl'ty -of
ourE. we iri l l  take a very actj.ve part 1n thlE by organLzlng
faclfitated open foruurs at the 1990 Festival as an atteDpt to
better underFtand oDe another, and to L'ork as a coDluntty to
undelsiand thase 16Fues,

w. w. T. l . t .  c ,
February 1, 199 0


